  Spring Mill notes from meeting
Joanna Beck on FSMA Produce Food Safety Regulations. IN Law SEA 331 

Produce Safety Grant Awarded – 5 yr grant. The concentration is on large produce suppliers 

right now. If you are producing under $25,000 a year in produce sales you don’t have to register

with ISDH unless you want to supply restaurants/food establishments. (To be a licensed 

supplier)

“On Farm Readyness Review” – growers can request this, they will get a team of ISDH, USDA, 

and Perdue people who perform the review. It is not on record or documented. They make 

suggestions for improvement to help in future inspections.

Normal inspection – it is announced, they want to see the farm in operation. Results reported 

back to FDA. Owner/manager asked to accompany inspector. They do a farm walk-thru, check

field packing, and do a record review. Personnel must have documented food safety training. 

One supervisor must have “produce safety alliance training” documented.

Policy must exclude sick people, handwashing is required, water stations.

No final rule yet on soil amendments (raw manure, how applied, frequency)

Water- any post harvest water has to have zero detectible e. coli

The area is assessed for animal excrement, reasonable measures to remove risk.. Harvest has

to be protected from contamination. 

“Dropped produce” is considered any produce that touches the ground, unless normally grown 

on the ground.

Packaging has to be easily cleanable or designed for single use.

Tools must protect produce from being contaminated, no animals in the field or in 

equipment/tool buildings.

Must have handwashing facilities by toilet stations. Sanitizer not a substitute for handwashing 

with soap and water.

Contact Joanna with questions – 317-476-0056

2nd speaker - Clint Studebaker reported on the “Septic Summit” he put together for Brown 

County homeowners. It was well attended with about 100 participants. Two tankers, and a 

septic tank and equipment were displayed. Prizes were awarded. The local Soil Conservancy 

gave out 20 $100 coupons towards Septic Tank Cleaning. The local 4-h group provided 

hamburgers and food, the League of Women Voters, RCAP and another educational booth 

were present. The talk was a panel of ISDH, IDEM, Local Public Health and a Soil Scientist 

answering audience written questions. Clint moderated the panel talk. He promoted the 

summit well in advance and handed out over 200 cards with information and the summit date at 

the County Fair and at other events. He personally spoke to many people and encouraged 

them to attend the Summit. He gave a power point to our group, with statistics on the County 

septic systems and their status as can be determined from records on file at the County.

  Third Speaker - Bryan Price- of ISDH on EEE Virus

EEE is a mosquito borne alphavirus. It has a high fatality rate of 30% if a person contracts it.

The reservoir is passerine birds (perching song birds). The vector for humans is the cat tail 

mosquito which is a wetlands mosquito, breeds in swamps and bogs. It can’t be spread from 

person to person or from infected person to mosquito.

This year there were 6 human fatalities from this virus in Michigan, 1 fatality in Indiana. There 

were 11 horses in LaGrange County infected, all died but one. There was mosquito spraying in 

Elkhart/Lagrange by aerial adulticide. 36,000 acres in 3 counties were sprayed. There were 

notifications prior to the application of this pesticide to the Driftwatch and Beecheck 

organizations. The CDC emergency funds paid for the application. They avoided recreational 

waters and organic farms when spraying. The pesticide used was Diavron (organophosphate). 

This is known to kill rapidly then breakdown fast. Before spraying there were about 14 of the 

mosquitos that carry this virus per trap. Post Spray point .6, for a 95 % reduction in this 

mosquito carrier. NO adverse effect was found in pollinators post spray.

Fourth Speaker – Lynette Schrowe of IDEM, described the IDEM GIS layer that is available to 

all Counties showing contaminated properties that have deed restrictions but are in use. This 

can be a limit on any below surface activity, such as wells. There are currently 5,000 sites that 

IDEM is working on . The State cleanup involves 800 some sites. RCRA has 400 sites.

ERCS – Environmental Restrictive covenants. 

Deed notices are recorded on the deed, they are legally binding and enforceable. They are 

attached to the deed forever unless IDEM releases them . 

Land Use Restrictions have 8 categories. There is a 2 foot cap on landfills. You can’t break the

ground in any way. Methane wells may be permitted.

22 Counties do “well-permitting”

www.idem.in.gov/landquality/2343.htm

Indiana Map is also a website where you can investigate properties

IDEM has online a virtual file cabinet- online portal with 80 million documents tied to properties

http://maps.indiana.edu/index.html

